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AGAWAM - The Feeding Hills 
Center construction project has 
neared an end with a few cos- 
metic details left to be done. The 
construction commenced during 
COVID-19 and engineers and 
construction workers were able 
to carry on working while taking 
precautions. 

Engineer Michelle Chase ex- 
plained that workers wore masks 
when working within six feet of 
each other, there were washing 
stations set up, workers commu- 
nicated well with each other, and 
were very vigilant about washing 
their hands and staying safe on 
site. “It was challenging at times, 
but we followed the MassDOT 
and state guidelines to get the 
work done. Chase said. “There 
wasnt too big of an impact at 
the office as we worked remotely 
from March to June, but we were 
able to assist people when need- 
ed. 

This was a state project and 
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HOLYOKE - While testing has 
ended in Agawam, there are still 
locations close by where area res- 
idents can go for COVID-19 test- 
ing. 

The state and the City of holy- 
oke asked Holyoke Community 
College if the college could house 
a COVID testing site, and they 
agreed. ‘Ihe free testing at the 
HCC campus is be served as a 
drive through station for all resi- 
dents. 

The campus has been offering 
testing since Aug. 26 and the city’s 
board of health has extended the 
test site to Oct. 31. Though the 
site was supposed to stop running 
on Sept. 12 it was extended to the 
end of September and extended 
again to the end of October. 

The tests are being conduct- 
ed as drive through tests outside 
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The Feeding Hills reconstruction ejecta has neared its end. Gane cosmetic updates remain for the prec PHOTO BY GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 


Free testing continues to be 
offered in Western Mass. 


HCC’s Bartley Center for Athletics 
and Recreation, the testing will be 
done by the Fallon Ambulance 
in partnership with the Holyoke 
Board of Health and the Massa- 
chusetts Department of Public 
Health. The testing is available 
six days a week at different times 
to accommodate different sched- 
ules people may have. 

Testing will be conducted on a 
first-come, first-served basis with 
no appointments, costs, or refer- 
rals needed. Testing hours include 
7-11 a.m. on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday; and 2-7 p.m. 
on Tuesday and Thursday. HCC 
asks people to enter the campus 
from Homestead Avenue and fol- 
low the signs to M lot, where the 
in-car testing will be held. The 
results from testing will typically 
come in within four days. 

Those headed to the HCC cam- 
pus dont have to worry about 
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Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays! 





City council meeting canceled due to technical difficulties 


AGAWAM - The Agawam City 
Council meeting that was set for 
Monday, Sept. 21 was cancelled due 
to technical difficulties at the meet- 
ing site. Councilors were scheduled 
to return to Agawam Junior High 
School, the normal site of meetings 


over the past couple of years. 

Due to the pandemic, meetings 
were held in alternate locations, 
such as the Agawam Senior Center, 
as well as via conference call and 
other virtual meeting methods. 

The council has been meeting 


in person during July and August. 
All matters on the Sept. 21 
agenda will be moved to the 
next meeting, which is current- 
ly scheduled for Monday, Oct. 5. 
No special meetings have been 
scheduled as press time. 





Cell tower public hearing continued to 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The Zoning Board 
of Appeals held multiple meet- 
ings to address the application for 
a variance and special permit for 
the installation of a Verizon Wire- 
less cell tower. The installation of 
the wireless telecommunications 
facility would be at the Agawam 
Municipal Golf Course at 128 
Southwick Street. 

The board was to address Ver- 
izon for a cell tower, in a meeting 
on Monday Sept. 14 over Zoom. 
The meeting started and the 
board was able to address one 
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article before everyone in atten- 
dance was kicked form the online 
meeting. The board rescheduled 
the meeting and discussion to 
Friday Sept. 18. 

The chair Doreen Prouty ex- 
plained that the board needs to 
make a motion to continue the 
cases to Monday Sept. 28. 

“It was a disaster last night - 
Sept. 14.- it was awful and I hope 
we fix it by the next meeting, 
Prouty said. “A Verizon represen- 
tative will be present at the Mon- 
day Sept. 28 meeting, as we hav- 
ent heard from the independent 
contractor or our technology 
consultant.’ 
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Monday, Sept. 28 


The board wouldnt have been 
able to make a decision on this ac- 
tion even if the Monday meeting 
had went smoothly. At the Friday 
meeting Prouty made a motion 
to continue the discussion of the 
variance and special permit to 
Monday Sept. 28, the motion was 
seconded and the board voted in 
favor to continue the hearing. 

The continued meeting will be 
held on Zoom on Monday Sept. 
28 at 6:30 p.m. The board hopes to 
speak to Verizon representatives 
in order to come to a conclusion 
on the special permit and vari- 
ance. 
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Deadline 
set for 
connection 
installation 


AGAWAM - The Town 
of Agawams Department 
of Public Works has an- 
nounced that Friday, Nov. 6 
will be the last day to apply 
for road opening permits 
for the installation of water, 
sewer, or drain connections 
that have to be installed by 
the Town. 

All connections applied 
for after the deadline will 
be installed in the spring of 
2021. 

This notice does not 
apply to connection which 
have been previously in- 
stalled to the property line 
of an existing property. 
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HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community Col- 
lege is celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month 
during this pandemic year with a series of on- 
line events that includes cooking demonstra- 
tions, lectures on the ethnic and political his- 
tory of Holyoke, exhibits and conversations on 
public art, and a student panel examining the 
shared heritage of Black and Latinx people. 
Beginning Friday, Sept. 25, four members of 
the HCC community will share favorite recipes 
highlighting their ethnic heritage, followed by 
question and answer sessions with the chefs. 
Raul Gutiérrez, associate professor of Spanish 
and coordinator of HCC’s Latinx Studies pro- 
gram, will kick off the cooking series on Sept. 25 
at 11 a.m.. He will be followed by Harold Santi- 
ago, special program coordinator in HCC’s Ad- 
missions office on Tuesday, Sept. 29 at 11 a.m.; 
HCC student Liuginsa Rosa on Monday, Oct. 5 at 
1:30 p.m.; and HCC math instructor Aida Medi- 
anero on Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 11 a.m. 

“Each of the four cooks represents a different 
nationality, said Derek Estrella, an HCC Finan- 
cial Aid counselor and secretary for the college's 
Hispanic Leadership Committee, which orga- 
nized the Heritage Month events. “Raul is Mexi- 
can, Harold is Puerto Rican, Liuginsa is Domin- 
ican and Aida Peruvian. I’m also asking them to 
share a signature song they grew up with while 
cooking,’ 

Also on Tuesday, Sept. 29, from 6 to 8 p.m., 
the public is invited to share their ideas for “El 
Corazon de Holyoke: Comenzamos!” (The Heart 
of Holyoke: Let’s Begin), kicking off a new phase 
of public art installations that celebrate Latinx 
and Puerto Rican artists and culture in the city. 

On Wednesday, Sept 30, from 11 a.m. to noon, 
Holyoke resident and HCC alumna Maria Cart- 
agena, Five College community partnerships 
coordinator, will present “History of Holyoke - 
Political Landscape, focusing on the ethnic, cul- 
tural and political influence of Hispanics in the 


city. 





An HCC student holds up flags from Mexico and Paraguay during a Hispanic Heritage Month celebration on campus in 


October 2019. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


The “El Corazon de Holyoke” conversation 
continues on Thursday, Oct. 15, from 6-8 p.m. 
with “Cultural Place-keeping and the ‘salsa’ of 
Public Art, a presentation and Q&A with cul- 
tural districts program manager Luis Cotto from 
the Mass Cultural Council; Springfield Poet Lau- 
reate Magdalena Gomez; and interdisciplinary 
artist Shey Rivera Rios. 

HCC’s Hispanic Leadership Committee, a 
newly formed group of HCC staff and faculty in- 
volved in campus and community engagement 
activities, will hold an online session on Wednes- 
day, Oct. 14, from 2 to 3 p.m. introducing them- 
selves to the college and wider Holyoke commu- 


nity. 


The college's Hispanic Heritage Month's ac- 
tivities will conclude with “Anti-blackness in the 
Hispanic Community’ on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., a student panel discus- 
sion examining racial bias as well as the shared 
heritage of Black and Latinx people. The panel 
will consist of members from two HCC student 
clubs, the Black Student Alliance and the Latinx 
Empowerment Association, and moderated by 
Rockell Bartoli, a Miami-based author and stu- 
dent-success coach. 

All events will be held on Zoom. They are free 
and open to the public but pre-registration is 
required. To register, please visit hcc.edu/hhm. 
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A musical voyage through American history 


AGAWAM - ‘The Agawam Cultural 
Council's popular Applause Series will offer 
a bonus mid-month performance that was 
originally scheduled for this past Spring but 
cancelled due to the pandemic shutdown. 

On Friday, Oct. 16 Rick Spencer and 
Dawn Indermuehle will bring their Ameri- 
can Pop Music Time Machine 1855-1965 to 
the Applause Series. Their videotaped per- 
formance will be presented on the Town of 
Agawam’s public access channel (Agawam 
TV15) at 7:00 pm and streamed from the 
“Watch” button on www.agawammedia. 
tv for those residing outside of Agawam. 
Those who wish to watch on a smart device 
at a different time should email r.kadis@ 
comcast.net for a link for the performance. 
There is a three-hour window from 7:00 - 
10:00 pm when the approximate one-hour 
program will be available. It is recommend- 
ed that viewers begin watching no later 
than 8:45 pm. 

The American Pop Music Time Machine 
is a musical voyage through our country's 
history, presenting popular songs from 
our past as the medium to connect to our 
shared cultural heritage. Hear how Amer- 





Series continues on Friday, October 16, 2020 with 
Rick Spencer and Dawn Indermuehle’s American 
Pop Music Time Machine 1855-1965. The video- 
taped performance will be broadcast on the Town 
of Agawam’s public access channel and streamed 
at 7:00 pm. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


icas popular songs evolved in the century 
after the 1855 incorporation of Agawam as 
an independent town. 

Rick Spencer and Dawn Indermuehle 
develop and present theme-based music 
and history programs that present songs 
with cultural insight into times, places and 
events in American history. Their careful- 
ly crafted vocals and accompaniment are 
true to a songs era or style and illustrate 
the evolution of our nation’s culture and 
history in an informative and entertaining 
way. Rick’s resume includes 20 years as a 
staff musician, researcher and program de- 
veloper at Mystic Seaport Museum. Dawn 
is responsible for researching and devel- 
oping program material and creating peri- 
od-appropriate vocal accompaniment. 

Production sponsors for American Pop 
Music Time Machine - 1855-1965 are the 
Agawam Democratic Committee and Aga- 
wam City Councilor Rosemary Sandlin. 
The Agawam Cultural Council also thanks 
the Agawam Special Police, Elaine Carlson, 
Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi, and 
OMG, Inc. for their generous support as Ap- 
plause Series season sponsors. 


In lieu of the free will donations the 
Agawam Cultural Council (ACC) normally 
accepts at the conclusion of all its events, 
(which support fully 40% of the cost of 
each performance), the council asks view- 
ers to consider making a properly “socially 
distanced” donation to support efforts to 
“Give Back to the Community” by visiting 
the ACC web site www.agawamcc.org and 
clicking on the green “Donate” button. A 
check in any amount, payable to the Aga- 
wam Cultural Council, may also be sent to: 
Agawam Cultural Council, Town Hall, 36 
Main Street, Agawam MA 01001. 

For more information on the activi- 
ties and virtual offerings of the Agawam 
Cultural Council during the stay-at-home 
order, please visit their web site, www.aga- 
wamcc.org. The Agawam Cultural Council 
is an all-volunteer local partner of the Mas- 
sachusetts Cultural Council, a state agen- 
cy, and is funded, in part, by the MCC. The 
ACC is charged with bringing engaging, 
entertaining, and educational events and 
opportunities in the arts, humanities, and 
sciences, to children and adults from Aga- 
wam and the surrounding communities. 





Eversource partners with Agawam to 
launch Energy Efficiency Campaign 


AGAWAM - Eversource is working with 
Agawam this week on the Main Streets en- 
ergy efficiency initiative to help local, small 
businesses reduce their energy costs, save 
money and have a positive impact on the 
environment. From September 21st un- 
til September 25th, energy experts from 
Eversource-approved contractor, Energy 
Resources, will be in the community meet- 
ing with businesses, scheduling no-cost 
energy assessments and answering ques- 
tions about energy-efficient equipment up- 
grades and improvements. 

“Energy efficiency provides business- 
es of all sizes with a competitive edge and 
directly impacts their bottom line through 
energy savings, said Eversource Vice Pres- 
ident of Energy Efficiency Tilak Subrahma- 
nian, “Many small businesses are facing fi- 
nancial hardships right now, and this effort 
will help connect small business owners 
with ways to save on their energy costs.’ 

Agawam is one of 15 communities 
chosen for this initiative in 2020. In 2019, 
Eversource visited nine communities and 
helped small business owners reduce their 
energy use by more than 2.7 million kWh 
and save more than $400,000 as a result of 
this initiative. 

The Main Streets energy efficiency pro- 
gram begins with a no-cost, no-obligation 
energy assessment identifying energy-sav- 


ing opportunities for small businesses, 
such as new lighting, occupancy sensors, 
programmable thermostats, refrigeration 
controls, insulation and more. Some of the 
improvements, such as installing aerators 
and spray valves, happen on the spot at no 
cost to the customer. Larger improvement 
projects, like HVAC equipment upgrades 
or the installation of energy-efficient mo- 
tor controls, are scheduled for a future 
date. For a limited time, Eversource has in- 
creased incentives for a range of energy-ef- 
ficiency improvements to further offset the 
cost of upgrades, and interest-free financ- 
ing is available for any remaining costs. 
Local, licensed electricians contracted 
by Eversource will complete approved proj- 
ects, ensuring minimal disruption to daily 
business operations. All contractors are re- 
quired to follow state-of-the-art health and 
safety guidelines to minimize the spread of 
COVID-19, and all high-efficiency products 
installed as part of the program will include 
warranties for both materials and labor. 
Eversource has delivered postcards with 
more information about the program to 
Agawam businesses. For more information 
about the program and to schedule a free 
assessment at a convenient time, business- 
es should contact Eversources contractor, 
Energy Resources, directly at 413-376-8575. 





TESTING 


coming in contact with students as most of 
HCC's classes are being held remotely this 
semester. The exception of this being a non 
credit EMT training program that requires 
some face to face training at the HCC Cen- 
ter for Health Education and Stimulation 
on Jarvis Avenue. Other classes that need 
face to face learning include clinical con- 
ditions such as nursing, radiological tech- 
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nology, veterinary technician, and medical 
assisting, though those classes will not be 
held in the same area that the testing is oc- 
curring. 

Residents are encouraged to visit the 
testing site at HCC as it will be held until 
the end of October and it is free. Addition- 
ally, residents can stay in their cars and will 
have minimal contact with others. 





PROJECT 


MassDOT sent an engineer of their own to 
be on site during the project. Though the 
final numbers for the cost of the project 
haven't come in yet; both Chase and Mayor 
William Sapelli believe that the costs will 
be within budget, regardless of the 10 per- 
cent contingency. 

The construction project is mostly com- 
plete as paving, curbing, and the traffic 
lights have been done. The minor details 
still to be done include landscaping, grain- 
ing, seeding, and marking on the pavement; 
including lanes and the bike lane that still 
need to be painted. 

“One of the good aspects of COVID was 
that there was less traffic on the road, less 
people driving through the intersection be- 
cause that’s a very high traffic area.’ Sapel- 
li said. “There are two schools right there 
with a lot of foot traffic. We have close to 
750 students at the junior high that walk. 
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So it was helpful that the schools were shut 
down during that time. 

Sapelli believes that the decrease of traf- 
fic and foot traffic helped the speed of the 
construction, as there were fewer cars to 
direct and the team could do the sidewalk 
without interruption. The construction 
workers and engineers were able and will- 
ing to work with local businesses and resi- 
dents when they needed to do paving and 
curbing outside their buildings. 

The center project was more involved 
than people thought as they did the side- 
walks, laid brick for crossing, new curbing, 
and new traffic lights, along with re-doing 
the street. 

“Everything is done and 99 percent 
complete with the exception of the cosmet- 
ics to be done.’ Sapelli said. “It looks good 
and it’s very effective with what theyve 
done. I can't speak highly enough about it. 





Town forms new partnership with Valley Eye 


AGAWAM - Agawam Media Manager, 
Les Tingley, is pleased to announce a newly 
formed relationship with Valley Eye Radio 
- http://valleyeyeradio.org. A non-profit, 
their mission is to help keep our Pioneer 
Valley neighbors informed and connected 
to their communities by being a 24/7 ac- 
cessible source of the local news that oth- 
erwise isnt available to them due to vision 
loss or other disabilities. This is accom- 
plished by volunteers who read the daily 
papers and the local weekly and monthly 
newspapers from every community in the 
Pioneer Valley. 

With encouragement from Mayor Sapel- 
li, and network support from the town IT 
Department, the radio broadcasts are now 
running simultaneously with Community 
Bulletin Board Announcements on Agawam 
Comcast channel 12. The audio readings are 
a pleasant change from the previous music, 
stated Tingley, but most importantly It pro- 
vides a valuable service to an underserved 
segment of our community. 

Agawam Senior Center Director, Mi- 


chael Squindo, is in full support of this col- 
laboration. Michael shared, “this collabo- 
ration will serve our community long after 
COVID is written into our history. Prior to 
the impact of COVID19, the Senior Center, 
in collaboration with the MA Commission 
on the Blind, began hosting an educational 
support group for those living with visu- 
al impairments. Due to the closing of the 
center related to COVID this group has 
not met since March. Thanks to Agawam 
Media and Valley Eye Radio this new rela- 
tionship will allow all of our residents to 
receive news and updates about the area. “I 
am perhaps most excited that Les has been 
working with Valley Eye Radio and the COA 
to prepare audio recordings of our month- 
ly newsletter, The Senior Scene, which will 
be included in part of this process’ stated 
Squindo. 

Agawam Media is a functional unit 
within the town IT Department that man- 
ages Cable Access Television, Streaming 
Media, as well as other forms of media 
communications. 


Agawam Library offers Boston 
Children’s Museum weekend passes 


AGAWAM - The Agawam Library an- 
nounces the immediate availability of Bos- 
ton Childrens Museum weekend passes, 
graciously provided by the Friends of the 
Agawam Library. These are available to 
reserve by Agawam and Feeding Hills res- 
idents 18 and older, with a CW/MARS li- 
brary card in good standing. Each pass is 
valid only for the date listed and admits 4 
people free of charge. 

After receiving a library discount cou- 
pon from the library, patrons must then 
reserve their visit online with Boston Chil- 
dren's Museum. 

New Instructions for Patrons: 

Visit https://www.bostonchildrensmu- 
seum.org/ticketing 

Review the directions for timed tickets 

Click on the “Discount Programs” & 
drop down arrow 


Click on “Half Price Library Timed Tick- 
et “ to book 

The date on the Library Discount Coupon 
must match the date of the patrons visit. 

Once arriving at the Museum, visitors 
will proceed to the Admissions Scanning 
Station with their online reservation and 
the date specific Library Discount Coupon 
received from the library. Patron can pres- 
ent these digitally on a hand held device or 
as a paper print out. 

Patrons with questions about the online 
ordering system should contact Orders@ 
BostonChildrensMuseum.org 

As venues reopen to the public, it is 
important to contact the zoo or museum 
you wish to visit, as each one has a differ- 
ent process for securing a time slot. Please 
visit the library's website at www.agawam- 
library.org for availability. 


Welcome Autumn 


OUR OWN CORN | WINTER SQUASH | PUMPKINS | GOURDS 
CORNSTALKS | BOBBY’S FAMOUS MUMS | BEANS | MORE! 


Native apples, pears, potatoes and more! 


Hoe 


E. Cecchi Farms 1131 SPRINGFIELD STREET 


FEEDING HILus, Mass. @ “Everything you'd grow tf you had forty acres.” 
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Opinion 
Celebrating the 
birthday of a local 


legend, Johnny 
Appleseed 


have numerous old files from my 
[e: at Old Sturbridge Village. Occa- 

sionally I'll take a peek at some of the 
things I've saved. ‘This time I was look- 
ing for a few tid- 
bits on heirloom 
apple varieties, 
perhaps some- 
thing that would 
work its way into 
a good column. It 
is the peak of ap- 
ple season, you 
know. Instead I 
found a love sto- 
ry, and while this 
character isnt 
known for romance, per se, it sure makes 
for a good starting paragraph. 

We all have heard of Johnny Apple- 
seed. I’m not sure if we learned about 
him in school or if he is one of those leg- 
ends that mysteriously becomes etched 
in our brains. In my minds eye he is a 
ragamuffin of sorts, skipping to and 
fro across the country scattering apple 
seeds. I imagine how, in no time at all, 
the apple trees grew to be in full bloom 
along the cart paths, welcoming settlers 
as they made their way west. End of sto- 
ry. But who was Johnny Appleseed, and 
what sent him on a lifelong mission to 
blanket the Midwest in apple blossoms? 

The man we call Johnny Appleseed 
was born here in Massachusetts in the 
town of Leominster on Sept. 26, 1774. 
He is the only person awarded ‘folk hero 
status here in our state. His given name 
was John Chapman. It is likely that John 
and his older sister, Elizabeth, grew up 
in the care of relatives after his moth- 
ers death from tuberculosis in 1776. His 
father was a Minuteman who fought at 
Concord and later a Revolutionary sol- 
dier in the Continental Army. Some ac- 
counts have John heading West as early 
as the age of 18, other stories claim him 
to be about 26 years old. 

Johnny was a practical nurseryman, 
more skilled and calculated than my in- 
terpretation of him. He was also a good 
businessman and had a strong Christian 
faith. Together, these attributes wove 
John Chapman into a folk hero we know 
and love. With apple seeds from the ci- 
der mills in Pennsylvania in hand, John- 
ny cleared the woods to set up apple tree 
nurseries throughout the Midwest. A 
smart move, considering the law made 
new settlers plant 50 apple trees on their 
property during the first year of home- 
steading. He took payment for the trees 
he sold in whatever form was available 
(or not), whether it be in currency, old 
clothes or even food. 

Johnny lived in harmony with nature 
without ever having a permanent place 
to call home. In his travels he befriend- 
ed Native Americans, white settlers and 
animals, all the while preaching and liv- 
ing his religion peacefully. Reportedly, he 
knew many Native American languages 
well enough to converse, and had com- 
passion for both his own and Native 
American cultures. Some stories make 
him out to be an herbal healer, as well 
as a greeter of new settlers with a vari- 
ety of medicinal plants in hand. Fennel 
even became known as ‘Johnny weed. 
It becomes more apparent with each 
additional piece if research I find that 
Johnny's lifework was to be of service to 
others; at the same time he planted ap- 
ple trees. Johnny Appleseed died at age 
70 in Fort Wayne, Indiana. A monument 
marks his gravesite. 

So what about the love story? From 
all accounts Johnny Appleseed traveled 
alone. A yellowed newspaper article 
stashed away in my file may give hope 
that Johnny's journey didnt start out 
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Letters to the Editor 





Students, teachers struggling with hybrid learning 


Dear Editor, 

The School Committee meet- 
ing on Sept. 15 made it plainly 
apparent that Agawam teach- 
ers are being held to impossible 
standards. 

The hybrid model of educa- 
tion is new to everyone - students 
and teachers alike. Every day, 
teachers are planning, then be- 
ing told initiatives have changed, 
and re-planning - usually with- 


out the information they need 
to do so effectively. They are told 
to have a cake baked by the next 
day without being provided the 
ingredients. Expecting a seam- 
less transition is unreasonable 
and unfair to those struggling to 
make that cake palatable to stu- 
dents. 

The district has not taken 
ownership of the many “glitches” 
that fall on teachers shoulders 


Boldyga best choice For Agawam 


Dear Editor: 

I'm supporting Representa- 
tive Nick Boldygas bid for re-elec- 
tion. These are uncertain times 
and in my opinion not the time 
to be sending an inexperienced 
candidate to Boston to represent 
the interests of Agawam. 


FAITH MATTERS 


Representative Boldyga has 
been our State Representative 
for ten years, he knows his way 
around the statehouse and has 
established the contacts with his 
fellow legislators that are neces- 
sary to move bills forward and 
pass legislation. Representative 


“Praise God — still!” 


By Ken Blanchard 


Many of the Psalms contained 
in the Bible are songs of praise, 
proclaiming that the God we 
worship is Lord over all creation, 
over all generations and over 
all people. Psalm 145 for exam- 
ple tells us to praise God as the 
supreme ruler who posses ulti- 
mate power. But how do we offer 
praise? How do we put that into 
action? How do we praise God 
in the context of the times we are 
living in? 

In such a time as this, with 
literal fires and storms ravaging 
our country, with symbolic fires 
of protest against systemic in- 
justice raging all around, with 
mind-boggling unemployment 
and poverty and food insecuri- 
ties, not to mention a pandemic 
that has crippled the entire world 
in sO many ways, many people 
find comfort in their faith, while 
it causes others to question the 
very existence of God. How can 
those of us on the side of faith of- 
fer God praise at such a time as 
this? 

In global times of crisis, as we 
are witnessing today, it becomes 
our collective duty as human 
beings to marshal our resources 
and figure out ways to respond to 
the calamities around us. We see 
this in the search for a vaccine for 


COVID-19. We see it in the scien- 
tific research regarding climate 
change. We see it in the hearts of 
peaceful protestors resisting sys- 
temic oppression of any kind. We 
see it in the love and support of 
family and friends. These things 
should help all of us to see that 
our lives are just temporary, and 
the important thing for us is to 
learn how to love each other. We 
should live our lives in such a way 
that it is a testimony of praise to 
God, a witness that others may 
see by our example, and perhaps 
cause them to offer God praise as 
well, even at such a time as this. 

There are always going to be 
storms in life. As believers, we 
must keep our faith and trust in 
the sovereign God who alone is 
worthy of praise. We cant blame 
God for everything. Psalm 145 
tells us God is “slow to anger. 
God is also referred to as “King” 
— a ruler whose awesome works 
and power and abundant good- 
ness and righteousness are pro- 
claimed from one generation to 
the next — unlike the kings and 
rulers and leaders of this world. 
That's because the God we praise 
is also compassionate and merci- 
ful. Verse 8 says, “the Lord is gra- 
cious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and rich in love.’ 

We must live our lives as a liv- 
ing sacrifice of praise. In this way 


to fix, and as they scramble to 
do so, teachers have become a 
lightning rod on a sinking ship. 
Stop shooting the messenger. Af- 
ter listening to the letters read at 
the School Committee meeting, 
full of unfounded rumors and 
threats, never has the need for 
education been more apparent. 


Connor Kelley 


Boldyga has served Agawam 
well. He has been an effective 
legislator and a friend to Aga- 
wam and I urge my friends and 
fellow Agawam residents to re- 
turn Nick Boldyga to Boston. 


Ron LaRiviere 


we show the way to love others 
as we love ourselves. How do we 
care for our creation? How do we 
care for others? How do we per- 
sonally speak out for any wrongs 
that we see? How do we make the 
world a better place for our chil- 
dren and grandchildren? What is 
it that is within our power to do? 
Can we offer up fervent prayers 
on behalf of others? Can we our- 
selves act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with God, which is 
all that God requires of us (Micah 
6:8)? 

Look around. God is every- 
where, and calls us to join togeth- 
er. There's plenty to do and there's 
opportunity to be “God with skin 
on’ for someone, somewhere. 
All it takes is awareness. Change 
your focus. Look around and see 
God everywhere; get involved as 
the hands and feet of God in a 
living sacrifice of praise. Many 
people do not enjoy basic things 
like food and shelter and safety, 
whether because of poverty or 
injustice or violence or disease or 
just human failing. As children of 
God, we must endeavor to help in 
whatever ways we can to be the 
faithful servants who will offer 
prayers, time, talents, and trea- 
sure in order to bring praise to 
God's name, from generation to 
generation, even at such a time 
as this. Praise God - still! Amen. 
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Town will offer shredding event next month 


AGAWAM - The Town of Agawam has 
announced that it will host a free docu- 
ment shredding event for residents on Sat- 
urday, Oct. 24 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the 
DPW Annex, 1000 Suffield Street. 

Mayor William Sapelli is pleased to of- 
fer residents this event at such challenging 
time due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

“Identity theft is widespread, said Sa- 
pelli. “It is important to destroy any doc- 
ument that may contain information that 
would make it easy for a criminal to steal 
your identity. Residents should take ad- 
vantage of this event and shred anything 
that may contain a Social Security number, 
bank account numbers, credit card num- 
bers or other sensitive data. We also ask 
that you follow all Valley Green Shredding 
COVID-19 safety protocols.’ 

The Federal Trade Commission esti- 
mates that as many as 10 million Ameri- 
cans have their identities stolen each year. 
Identity theft starts with the misuse of your 
personal identifying information. Docu- 
ments such as old bank statements, legal 
documents, medical records, tax records, 
receipts/invoices, utility bills, canceled 


checks and statements containing credit 
card numbers, birth dates, signatures, pass- 
words and pin numbers are all items that 
should be shredded to avoid identity theft. 
For more information on how to protect 
your identity, visit the Federal Trade Com- 
mission website at www.consumer.ftc.gov 

Valley Green Shredding will provide an 
on-site mobile shred unit to securely and 
confidentially shred residential documents 
for free. Residents are asked to limit their 
confidential documents to 3 standard size 
boxes or 3 recycling bins. All 3 ring binders 
and binder clips should be removed. Paper 
clips, staples, spiral bound notebooks are 
all acceptable. Due to COVID-19, safe- 
ty protocols will be in place. Participants 
will be required to wear a mask, remain in 
their vehicle, and place all materials in the 
trunk, bed trunk, or cargo area of the vehi- 
cle. Staff will not accept material from the 
front seats of the vehicle. If you are sick or 
awaiting COVID test results, please do not 
attend the event. 

For additional information please con- 
tact the Department of Public Works at 
821-0624. 


Cooper’s accepting donations 
for ‘Dress for Success’ 


AGAWAM - For a limited time Cooper's 
Gifts Apparel Home of Agawam is accept- 
ing donations of professional attire for 
Dress for Success of Western Massachu- 
setts. 

Interview-appropriate womens cloth- 
ing, shoes and accessories will be collected 
at Coopers through Sept. 30. 

“We invite everyone to Fall-clean their 
closets and change a life, said Kate Gourde, 
owner of Cooper's Gifts Apparel Home. 

Donations must be like-new, clean and 
on hangers. All professional attire is wel- 
come, but DFS has expressed that their 
greatest current needs are for petite and 
plus sizes, like-new shoes, especially size 
8 and up and purses. No casual clothing, 
please. 

“Just ask yourself “Would I wear this to 
an interview? If the answer is yes, Dress 
for Success can put it to good use, Gourde 
said. 

The mission of Dress for Success (DFS) 
is to empower women to achieve econom- 
ic independence by providing a network of 
support, professional attire and develop- 
ment tools to help women thrive in work 
and in life. They provide each client with 
professional attire to secure employment, 
but they are about much more than simply 
a new outfit. Besides physically equipping 
the client with apparel and accessories, 





GARDEN 


that way. The story goes that John Chap- 
man was to be married to Sarah Crawford. 
Instead, the day set aside for their wedding 
became the day of her funeral. She was 
buried in her wedding gown. A bouquet of 
apple blossoms was to have been her bou- 
quet. Johnny, overcome with grief, decided 
to go forth and make a monument for his 
beloved; he would blanket the land in her 
favorite flower. Fact or fiction, I can't be 


their programs furnish her with a con- 
fidence that she carries forever and the 
knowledge that she can actively define her 
life, the direction she takes and what suc- 
cess means to her. 

“We have held clothing drives for DFS 
for years; our customers consider it a con- 
venience. Especially for people West of the 
river, it's easier to bring donations here 
than up to the DFS Boutique on Boston 
Road, Gourde said. 

Items may be brought to the shop any- 
time during the month of September. Coo- 
pers is located at 161 Main St., Agawam, 
and is open Tuesdays-Saturdays 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Thursdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

“This drive coincides with Dress for Suc- 
cess as our September Round-Up charity; 
so it’s the perfect time to spread the word 
of their mission and really help them out, 
Gourde said. Each month Gourde chooses 
a local charity to receive the profits of the 
stores Round Up program through which 
customers are invited to round up their 
purchase total to the next dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 50% of the total 
collected. The program has donated nearly 
$25,000 to local organizations since its in- 
ception in 2014. More information on the 
Round Up program and how to nominate a 
charity, may be found on Cooper's website 
www.coopersgifts.com/round-up/ 





from page 4 
life. The romantic in me hopes it to be true! 
Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
28 years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line. 
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In lieu of the Big E, which was cancelled, a Big E Marketplace has been launched. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Big E Marketplace launched 


WEST SRPGINFIELD - Eastern States 
Exposition has launched The Big E Mar- 
ketplace - a webpage that helps connect 
its fairgoers to their favorite vendors where 
they can shop for the goods and services 
that make the Fair experience unique and 
exciting. The Marketplace launched last 
Friday, Sept. 18; what would have been 
Opening Day of the 2020 Big E and will op- 
erate until December 31, 2020. 

“It brings me great pleasure to provide 
our fairgoers with a platform that will con- 
nect them to their favorite Big E products, 
ESE President and CEO Gene Cassidy said. 
“Tt is our hope that The Big E Marketplace 
will provide our national, international and 
“mom-and-pop vendors with the support 
that they need to return to the 2021 Big E 
September 17 - October 3° 

Fairgoers will access The Marketplace 
by visiting www. TheBigE.com and clicking 
on the icon that will open the “door” to 
their favorite vendors. Participating busi- 
nesses are listed by location — Better Living 
Center, Craft Common, Outdoor Exhibi- 
tors, State Buildings, Young Building and 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Emaciation 

6. Million barrels per 
day (abbr.) 


36. Did slowly 

38. Greek goddess of 
the dawn 

39. Gland secretion 


O1 
No 
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68. Notes 


CLUES DOWN 


Ireland's Dingle Peninsula Showcase. Ven- 
dors who opted to be part of our Market- 
place are included. 

The Marketplace is this year's home away 
from home for more than 120 of our Big E 
Vendors. As an example, customers who 
are hoping to find their favorite steam mop, 
Western gear or soy candle can click on the 
Better Living Center. Those who are search- 
ing for the perfect gift for a friend or family 
member can access participating Crafters 
where they Il find hand blown glass, home- 
made ornaments, mittens and more. 

Take a virtual trip across the pond to 
Ireland through the Marketplace where 
you can visit all your favorite companies 
that comprise The Big E’s Ireland Dingle 
Peninsula Showcase. 

When a customer clicks on a desired lo- 
cation, it will bring them to the Exposition’s 
list showing all the participating vendors 
that are in that location as well as a link 
to their website, product description and 
social media pages. If a business does not 
have a website or social media page, con- 
tact information is provided. 
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Mayflower 26. It may be green 
27. Makes less severe 
29. One from Beantown 


30. Cavalry sword 


1. Not us 
2. Helper 
3. Bleat 


32. Metric linear unit 

34. Hawaiian dish 

35. Yokel 

4. Type of chair 37. Dissuade 

5, Jr.’s father 40. Mutual savings bank 

6. Necessary for certain 42. Caesar, 
beverages comedian 

7. Hillside 43. Primordial matters 

8. Dutch painter Gerrit 47. We all have it 

49. Hermann _, author 
of “Siddhartha” 

50. Historic MA coastal 


41. Vital to existence 

44. Aristocratic young 
women 

45. Erik __, composer 

46. Not young 

48. Jewish term for 


9. Light dry-gap bridge 
system (abbr.) 

13. Anatomical term 

14. Tropical starchy 
tuberous root 

15. Jewish calendar 
month “Sir” 

16. Round Dutch cheese 49. Secondary school 

17. Western Pacific 51.__ student: learns 
republic to heal 

18. List of foods 52. Regarding 

19. It can strike the 54. Highly excited 
ground 56. Mainly 

21. Drenches 60. Thin, narrow piece 

22. some are cole of wood 

23. Squad 61. Cakes 

24. Expresses emotion 62. Biomedical nonprofit 

25. One point east of 63. Dried-up 
due south 64. One who is symbolic 

28. Satisfaction of something 

29. Holds nothing back 65. Body part 

31. Top of the body 66. Muslim ruler 

33. Not well-liked 67. Women from 


sure. Perhaps it is another writer's attempt 
to put a fairy tale beginning on a legendary 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 


Ginn — 


9. Gave a new look 
10. Ancient Greek City 
11. Confidence trick city 


12. Type of fund 

14. From an Asian island 

17. Malay boat 

20. Western Australia 
indigenous people 

21. Cluster on underside 
of fern frond 

23. You need it to get 
somewhere 

25. The woman 


52. Shady garden 
alcove 

53. Small amount 

55. Horse-drawn cart 

56. Nocturnal rodent 

57. Spiritual leader 

58. Air mattress 

59. Speaks incessantly 

61. Auction term 

65. Atomic #62 


aia ny tly Cabbage, ihre, 
Eggplant, Tomatoes, Peppers, 


ARDY (IM IS caress: se 
all (MAUS <Serctes Ga 
SNAP & HIP BENEFITS ACCEPTED HERE 


257 Feeding Hills Rd., (Rte 57) 
Southwick, MA e (413) 569-6417 
(ACROSS FROM MOOLICIOUS ICE CREAM) 


than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 








SPRINGFIELD - The Dental Hygiene 
clinic at Springfield Technical Community 
College is still offering relatively low-cost 
cleanings and examinations, but has made 
adjustments to ensure safety during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The clinic on the campus of STCC this fall 
is open to patients Monday, Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Friday, 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., and 1 
p.m.-4 p.m. 

STCC will offer four more clinics than 
usual during the fall semester to allow for 
social distancing, said Meg Loadholt, a Den- 
tal Hygiene associate professor. The college 
also reduced the maximum number of peo- 
ple allowed in the clinics. There will be fewer 
students, patients and faculty during each 
session. 

Dental hygiene students, under the di- 
rection of licensed dental hygienists and 
dentists, provide all the treatment as part of 
their training. 

Patients who enter the main lobby of 
Building 20, where the Dental Hygiene pro- 
gram is housed, must stop at a checkpoint 
to get their temperature taken and complete 
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documents providing details about their 
visit to campus, among other protocols. 

If screeners determine there is no risk 
in allowing them into the building, patients 
can proceed to the clinic using the main 
stairway. Patients can use the elevator, but 


Additional testing site offered in the city 


HOLYOKE - Beginning this week, Holy- 
oke will be adding a second “Stop the 
Spread” free COVID testing site. The site 
will be located in the city parking lot across 
from the War Memorial Building and next 
to the McDonalds at 285 Maple Street. This 
testing site will be open Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and is 
for walk-up testing only. Both the walk-thru 
and drive-thru sites have been extended to 
run until Sept. 30. Additional information 
is below: 

- This test site is first come, first 
serve. There are no appointments. Please 
do not call the Health Department to make 
an appointment. 

- There is no cost for the testing. You do 
not need a referral, nor do you need to be 
symptomatic. 


- The test style will be the less invasive 
swab in the lower nostril. The older style 
that required further insertion of the swab 
will not be used. 

- If you have previously tested positive, 
DPH and CDC guidelines do not recom- 
mend getting retested at this time. 

- Turnaround time for results is typically 
4 days or fewer. 

- If you are acutely symptomatic, par- 
ticularly if you have a high fever, consider 
scheduling a test with your Primary Care 
Physician. 

- Dogs are prohibited at both the walk- 
up and drive-thru testing sites. 

- Information on all of the Stop the 
Spread test sites across the State can be 
found at: https://www.mass.gov/info-de- 
tails/stop-the-spread 





springfield Technical High School to hold 6th 
annual Tech Every Class Homecoming in November 


SPRINGFIELD - Over 70 years ago, 
Springfield's Technical High School Class of 
1947 started holding annual class reunions 
and have continued that tradition every year 
since. The first class reunion was held at Hotel 
Kimball and about 100 classmates attended. 

Five years ago, the committee, which was 
headed up by West Springfield resident Tony 
DiGiore (Class of 47), decided that in order to 
keep the Tech spirit alive and well, they need- 
ed to invite other Tech classes to participate 
in this gala event. 

As event chairman, DiGiore, who is 90 
years old but still has the enthusiasm and 
energy of a 16-year-old, came up with the 
clever acronym to position the challenge and 
get the message out to all Tech classes by re- 
naming the annual reunion --- TECH EVERY 
CLASS HOMECOMING. 

DiGiore said that last year, 23 different 
classes representing Classes from 1947 to 
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1984 attended the annual event. 

The committee is planning to hold this 
years reunion on Sunday, Nov. 15, open to 
any graduate of Springfield Technical High 
School. 

The reunion will be held subject to Mas- 
sachusetts Governor Baker's approval and 
safety guidelines on COVID-19 issues. Social 
distancing and masks will be mandatory. 

The reunion will be held at Twin Hills 
Country Club in Longmeadow from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Tickets for the buffet dinner are $38 
each. Reservation deadline is Oct. 16, but 
seating is limited to first come first served. If 
the event must be cancelled, all prepayments 
will be refunded. For more information or 
reservations, call Tony-The-Tiger DiGiore at 
413-739-9065 or email digiore1@comcast.net 
Founded in 1905, Springfield's Technical 
High School closed in 1986. 
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only one person at a time will be allowed. 


“To prevent the transmission of 
COVID-19 and any other pathogenic organ- 
isms, the Dental Hygiene clinic will continue 
its high degree of sterilization and disinfec- 
tion practices, Loadholt said. “Specific to 


STCC Dental Hygiene clinic makes adjustments during COVID-19 


COVID-19, both faculty, staff, and students 
will wear level 3 surgical masks with face 
shields.’ 

Some procedures that pose a risk of 
spreading the novel coronavirus have been 
suspended. For example, students will not 
use ultrasonic scalers, which emit a fine 
mist, or aerosol. In addition, students will 
not polish patients teeth because the pro- 
cess creates a great deal of splatter. 

The Dental Hygiene clinic is accepting 
new and returning patients. 

“Many of our patients had their treat- 
ment interrupted and left incomplete 
during the month of March when the cam- 
pus closed, Loadholt said. “For those indi- 
viduals, our front desk staff is attempting to 
contact them to determine if theyd like to 
schedule an appointment to continue their 
treatment. Since they have already paid the 
fee, they will not be required to pay again.’ 

To make an appointment, call (413) 755- 
4900. For more information about rates and 
services offiered, visit stcc.edu/info/den- 
tal-care. 


Baystate Health and its Community Benefits 
Advisory Councils Issue request for proposals 


SPRINGFIELD - Baystate Health in 
partnership with its Community Benefits 
Advisory Councils is issuing a request for 
proposals for Better Together Grants. 

The goal of Baystate Health's Communi- 
ty Benefits Program's 2020 Better Togeth- 
er Grants is to bring together health and 
community-based social service organiza- 
tions across Baystate’ss four hospital ser- 
vice areas to address social determinants 
of health, improve health outcomes, and 
reduce health inequities. The aim is to de- 
velop approaches that, by targeting the 
social determinants of health, will improve 
peoples overall well-being and make our 
communities healthier places to live, while 
complementing the health care systems 
current services. 

Applicants can submit one proposal 
with the proposed project aligning with 
the hospital's priority Social Determinant 
of Health: 

¢ Baystate Franklin Medical Center: So- 
cial Environment 

« Baystate Medical Center: Education 

« Baystate Noble Hospital: Built environ- 
ment 

« Baystate Wing Hospital: Social envi- 
ronment 

For more detailed definitions and exam- 
ples of interventions for each of the above 
health priorities, applicants can review 
the Massachusetts Department of Health 
Determination of Need Health Priority 
Guidelines at https://www.mass.gov/doc/ 


health-priority-0/download 

Applicants are asked to carefully review 
the RFP grant guidelines prior to submit- 
ting their Letter of Intent, which is due Fri- 
day, Oct. 23, at 11:59 p.m. 

A virtual general information session 
will be held on Wednesday, Oct. 7, from 
2:30 to 4 p.m. All interested organizations 
and applicants are encouraged to register 
for the information session. 

For those who cannot attend, the ses- 
sion is being recorded and will be available 
for access at baystatehealth.org/applyfor- 
funding. 

All applicants who submit a Letter of In- 
tent in October will be invited to a second 
information session on Nov. 10 from 2:30 
to 4 p.m. in preparation for their submis- 
sion of the full application in December. 
Final applications are due Friday, Dec. 4 at 
11:59 p.m. with award decisions to be made 
in late January 2021. 

Funding for the 2020 Better Togeth- 
er Grants RFP is made possible through 
the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health's Determination of Need Commu- 
nity Health Initiative (CHI) requirements 
related to the replacement of Baystate 
Medical Center's Electrophysiology Cath- 
eterization Labs approved in November 
2018. 

For more information, contact Brittney 
Rosario at 413-794-1801, or email govern- 
mentcommunity@baystatehealth.org. 
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90 Avocado a 
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www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 





300 Main St., Agawam, MA 789-2074 


OPEN: Tues., Wed., Sat. 9am-5pm 
Thurs., Fri. 9am-8om; CLOSED SUN. & MON. 


budgetcabinetsales.com 
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Obituaries 


Joan Bilodeau 


April 24, 1936 ~ August 29, 2020 

My mother loved sentiments. Anytime 
she received a card or note from a friend or 
loved one she would call and read it to me 
along with any additional words that the 
giver had added. It mattered to her how 
people felt and expressed themselves. I am 
not a writer, I dont support the greeting 
card industry, and I am sure 
if asked she would say these 
last years I didnt send enough 
cards, but my mother knew 
I loved her, and there was no 
doubt how much she loved me. 
So it means a great deal now 
that I find the best last words 
to honor my mother. Joan 
Irene Bilodeau, oldest of three 
children, born in Springfield, 
April 24, 1936, to the late John 
and Bella I (LeBlanc) Bilodeau, 
left us peacefully on Saturday August 29, 
2020, after a brave battle. It isn't easy for 
me to sum up all my mother meant in a 
short paragraph, but the first words that 
come to mind are strong, courageous, gen- 
erous, selfless, and I didn't realize, until the 
last few years, funny. She graduated Com- 
merce High School in 1954 with a mastery 
of bookkeeping and began working at Mon- 
santo, West Bank, and finally at IBM, where 
she proudly worked as a secretary for over 
20 years. I have fond memories of going 
into the office some Saturdays to watch her 
finish up projects, help her wrap gifts for 
the annual children’s Christmas parties she 
proudly organized, along with the annual 
family picnics that she perfected down to 
the last detail. She loved to plan parties 
and trips. I recall many perfectly thought 
out birthday parties and Summer vaca- 
tions. I always had a friend or two along. 
We were not well off, but I never went 
without or knew of the many sacrifices she 
made for me. She was an amazing seam- 
stress, and made everything from clothes 
to curtains, for her family and _ friends. 
Many a weekend was spent at her sister An- 
nette’s M (Harrica) & brother in law James's 
(Harrica) home, while her beloved nieces, 
Kathy A(Harrica) & Wendy A (Harrica) 
and I played, while they sewed and talked 
into the wee hours. My mom believed in 
taking care of those she loved, whether it 
was a thoughtfully chosen gift, or an act of 
kindness. She selflessly cared for both her 
father and mother before they passed, and 
in these last few years has cared for her 
brother, Richard D (Bilodeau) even through 
her own most difficult times. My mom had 
a love of music. Growing up she told me 
she had always wanted to learn to play the 
piano, however they couldn't afford one. 
I remember her joy when she found and 
joined the Sounds of Music club, and how 
much of an impact this new group made 
in her life. From weekly dinners, annual 
trips to Maine, and even a much deserved 
Caribbean cruise, she made friendships 
that extended into family. She eventually 
became President of the club and enjoyed 
putting together their monthly newsletters 
and meetings, planning holiday parties, 
Summer picnics, and bus trips for all her 
beloved friends and club members. She 
was a longtime communicant of St Thom- 
as the Apostle Church in West Springfield. 
At the young age of 81 my mom took on 
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new technology and learned to text and 
joined Facebook in order to keep up with 
and communicate with us, as well as long 
lost friends and distant relatives. It made 
her happy to be able to connect regularly 
with her niece Elizabeth (Bilodeau), who 
lives across the country. She would always 
share jokes with me that she found, and 
ask me “Did you see this on Facebook”? In 
the last weeks, it was a blessing for her to 
receive the many well wishes and prayers, 
as well as musical tributes from 
her cherished friends and club 
members, such as her dear- 
est friends, Richard & Kathy 
Mitnick, and Ceil Blais, whose 
kindness and care of her these 
past few years is a testament to 
their love and friendship. 

Of all the things my mother 
taught me, the meaning of love, 
family, and what it means to be 
a good mother, stand out most. 
She was fierce in her love of 
family, especially her long awaited grand- 
daughter, Isabella. She arrived at the hos- 
pital within minutes of her birth and a new 
love began in her new role as “Memere”. 
Isabella M (Hill) She always said you were 
the best gift she ever got. She loved to make 
outfits for you and your dolls. She bought 
out the stores for you at Christmas and 
birthdays. She read to you,sang to you, 
rocked you, walked with you, took you 
to the park, to shows. Taught you to sew, 
to crochet and so much more. She never 
missed a play, recital, performance, or any 
event that you were part of and she was 
so proud and supportive of all of your ac- 
complishments. I think the most difficult 
thing she could ever do is leave you. She 
wished for and envisioned much love and 
happiness for you. You were and always 
will be her most cherished, and I know she 
will be forever watching over and cheering 
you on. She was an honored grandparent 
to Abagale (Viens), Joseph (Viens) and Ash- 
lee (Viens) Callahan. She stepped in when 
needed and gave them another grandpar- 
ent to love. She loved to celebrate their ac- 
complishments, watch them all grow into 
young adults, wish them well with school, 
first jobs, engagements, marriage and 
dreams for babies. She loved to joke and 
share sarcasm with her son in law, Ronald 
F (Viens II), and enjoyed and compliment- 
ed his cooking regularly, but most of all 
she was grateful for the love and care she 
knew you have for her most loved daugh- 
ter and granddaughter. As for me, her only 
child. She brought me up, mostly on her 
own, with courage during a time when that 
was not in favor. She worked hard, gave up 
much, so that I would only know love and 
security. She taught me what family, love 
and loyalty meant. She was my strength 
and support when I needed her most and 
even when I didn't know that I did. I was 
proud to be your daughter. 

She loved us all so well, and we in turn, 
will miss her profoundly. 

LOVE~ A willingness to prioritize an- 
other's well-being or happiness above your 
own. 

Memorial contributions may be made 
in Joans name to St. Jude Children’s Re- 
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Pl., Memphis, 
TN 38105-1905 or the Boston Children’s 
Hospital, 401 Park Dr., Suite 602, Boston, 
MA 02215. 
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We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman, 
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals! 


413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975 
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Anthony J. (Tony) 
Smigelski, Sr. 


Anthony J. (Tony) Smigelski, Sr., 101, 
passed away peacefully on Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 15, 2020. Born in West Springfield, 
MA, October 1918, he was the son of the 
late Josef and Marianna (Andryczyk) Smi- 
gelski. 

A 1937 graduate of Springfield Technical 
High School, he went on to serve his coun- 
try in the Pacific Theater during WWII as 
a Communications Repairman 
in the Army Air Corps. Follow- 
ing the war, Anthony began his 
career with the New England 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. as 
a lineman and repairman, retir- 
ing from NYNEX as a test board 
operator after thirty five years of 
service. 

An avid vegetable gardener, 
he also enjoyed growing many 
varieties of flowers through the 
years, especially proud of his Iris and Dahl- 
ia collections. He was a lifelong commu- 
nicant of Our Lady of the Rosary Church 
in Springfield until its closing in 2018, 
becoming a communicant of St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Agawam. He became 
a member of the Jan Sobieski Society at the 
age of 16 and went on to become President 
of the society for over thirty years. He was 
very proud of his Polish heritage, especially 
carrying on the holiday traditions of Easter 
(SwiXconka) and Christmas Eve (Wigilia) 
with his family gathering at his home. 

Anthony was given the great honor as 
serving as the Grand Marshall - Army for 
the 2015 Agawam Memorial Day Parade. 
He loved to read, especially stories of the 
old west and frequently visited the Aga- 
wam Public Library. 

A loving husband and father, he is sur- 
vived by his beloved wife of 78 years, Ste- 


Participate in the U.S. Census 2020 
community! 





DEATH NOTICES 


Bilodeau, Joan 
Died: August 29, 2020 


Smigelski, Sr., Anthony J. 

Died: September 15, 2020 

services September 22nd @ 10:00am 
Forastiere Funeral Home 





fania; son Anthony Smigelski, Jr., and wife 
Claudia of Shushan, NY; daughter Patri- 
cia Sniegowski and husband William of 
Belchertown; son in law Christopher Sa- 
vard of Agawam; six grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren, and two 
great- great grandchildren. He 
leaves several Godchildren as 
well as many nieces and neph- 
ews, and the friendship of kind 
and generous neighbors. 

Anthony was predeceased 
by daughter Barbara Savard 
(2013), and his seven siblings: 
Victoria Dofter , Mary Davidow, 
, Lottie Witkoski, Sr. Josephine 
Deodata (Sr. Jo), Felix Smigelski, 
Nell Bishop, and Tess Monson. 

Family and friends were invited to gath- 
er Monday September 21, 2020 from 4-7pm 
in Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home, 985 
Main St., Agawam MA. Funeral services 
were held on Tuesday, September 22, 2020 
beginning at 10:00 AM at the funeral home 
followed by a Liturgy of Christian Burial at 
11 AM at St John the Evangelist Church, 823 
Main St., Agawam. Burial will be in the St. 
Stanislaus Cemetery, Chicopee. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Agawam Ambulance Service, 
c/o Agawam Fire Department, 800 Main 
St.. Agawam, MA 01001; Friends of the 
Agawam Public Library, PO Box 478. Feed- 
ing Hills, MA 01030-0478; or The Holyoke 
Soldiers Home, 110 Cherry Street, Holyoke, 
MA 01041. To leave a message of personal 
condolence or for more information, visit 
www.forastiere.com. 


- for you, your family and your 


Did you know the data collected from the Census determines how over 
$16 billion in federal funding will be spent right here in Massachusetts? 

The Census impacts your benefits, your voice in the government, 
housing, education, Medicare, Medicaid and more. If we do not 
participate, and are not counted, money that should come into our city 


will go somewhere else. 


Your information is confidential and will not be shared with anyone else, 
including city and state officials. It's Quick and Easy - The Census takes 


just a few moments to complete. 


United States” 


2020census.gov Census 
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Away fans not allowed at high school games 


Limited attendance will 
be allowed at most high 
schools 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - High school ath- 
letes returned to the field for 
tryouts last Friday. The tryouts 
will continue into this week with 
games set to begin at the end of 
next week. 
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ham were all in action through 


_ ed action, Turley Publications | 
- welcomes any and all infor- | 
mation about whatever sports — 
your youth are participating | 

in. Please submit photos and | ral 
, | games results or other informa- | fe 
® tion to sports@turley.com. 


Nearly all of the schools in 
Western Massachusetts, specifi- 
cally in and around the Pioneer 
Valley will be full participants in 
the Fall 1 season, which will fea- 
ture all of the fall sports with the 
exception of football, cheerlead- 


ing, and unified basketball. 


There are some schools that 
have opted to defer moderate risk 
sports like girls volleyball and 
soccer to the Fall 2 season in late 


February. 
While 


Athletic League got underway 
with action starting Saturday, 
Sept. 19. Teams from Granby, 
Southwick, Agawam, Belcher- 
town, South Hadley, and Wilbra- 


the Pioneer Valley. With all 
sports restarting with limit- 


my 
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student-athletes will 
have the opportunity to being 


REGIONAL SPORTS RETURN 


Youth soccer in the Roots KE 


playing games after a six-month 
layoff from most activity, fans will 
only be allowed to have limited 
participation. 

David Stratton, a member of 
the board of directors for the Pi- 
oneer Valley Interscholastic Ath- 
letic Conference, said the PVIAC 
has issued guidance and agreed 
that all schools in the member- 
ship will only allow for home fans 
at games to begin with. 

Stratton said it will be up to the 
individual schools to govern how 
the crowds will be controlled, but 
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all schools are only allowed to 
host fans for their own team. 

Those crowds will be limited 
to just 50 people, per the current 
outdoor guidelines set by Gov. 
Charlie Baker. 

In many cases, players on indi- 
vidual teams will be given a limit- 
ed number of passes, likely rang- 
ing from 1 to 3 per person, and 
that player will be allowed to give 
those passes to family or friends 
to attend the game. Fans who at- 
tend the games must socially dis- 
tance, stay away from the partici- 
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pants, and wear face coverings in 
order to watch the games. There 
also could be restricted areas for 
seating at game sites. 

Those fans will not be per- 
mitted to travel to away games 
and will be turned away by other 
schools. 

There are a few schools, either 
due to staffing, field configura- 
tion, or other factors, that are not 
allowing any fans at all to games. 
Ware confirmed last Thursday 
there will be no fans allowed at 
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Help feature your 
student-athletes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


The fall season is starting and 
Turley Publications is looking for- 
ward to getting back out on the 
field to bring you the high school 
action for all your favorite teams. 

We know this fall season is im- 
portant to many senior athletes, 
who watched Class of 2020 lose 
their entire spring season. 

Were asking for help on this 
upcoming season in order to 
bring the best coverage we can 
possibly manage and fill our pag- 
es with names and color. 

We know that fans will be lim- 
ited to the home crowds, but that 
is where you all come in. 

We have a limited number of 
staff to start the school year due 
to the pandemic, and while we 
strive to get to as many games as 
possible, we cannot get to every- 
where. 
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Belchertown’s Chris Buffone captured the street stock event. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


If you are a parent, coach, or 
even player, and you have infor- 
mation or photographs to share, 
we definitely want to hear from 
you. 

If you dont see one of our pho- 
tographers at a game, please feel 
free to send your own action pho- 
tos of games in order to bolster 
our coverage. If you are interest- 
ed in regularly submitted photos, 
please do contact us. 

Otherwise, we would love to 
hear from anyone who reports 
scores, details, and any mile- 
stones that occur during this 
unprecedented season. Please be 
sure the information you provide 
us is accurate and check with 
coaches, if necessary, before sub- 
mitting. 

We also encourage all coaches 
to submit their results and details 
as much as possible. Send any and 
all information and photos for in- 
clusion to sports@turley.com. 
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Robie clinches modified title, 
other crowns up for grabs 


WINCHESTER, N.H. - Trevor 
Bleau (Troy, NH) won the race 
Saturday night at Monadnock 
Speedway that had eluded him all 
season. But, while Bleau won the 
battle, Brian Robie won the war. 

With Robies strong third- 
place outing in Saturday's NHS- 
TRA Modified main event, the 
Sunapee star clinched the 2020 
track title. The speedway'’s other 


four divisional crowns, however, 
will all wait to be decided on the 
final day of the season. 

Bleau, the runner-up a week 
earlier, was one of three first-of- 
the-season feature winners Sat- 
urday. On the fourteenth event 
of the summer, Emerson Cayer 
(Contoocook, NH) and C.J. John- 
son (Keene, NH) also earned their 
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Trevor Bleau was a winner in the modified race, his first win of the season. SUBMITTED 
PHOTO 
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first victory laps of the year. 

While Cayer made easy work 
of scoring Saturdays 50-lap 
NHSTRA Battle for The Belt Mini 
Stock feature, Gordon Farnum - 
a six-time 2020 feature winner - 
cruised quietly to a fifth-place fin- 
ish and, with it, the championship 
of the multi-track Belt series. 

Cameron Houle and Bleau 
raced under a blanket for the 
first ten laps of the Modified go- 
round, with Bleau then using the 
low groove to take command 
and never look back. Ben Byrne, 
needing desperately to make up 
big ground on Robie, got up for 
second on lap 25 but had nothing 
more for Bleau. 

Robie, charging from row five, 
swiped third from Houle on the fi- 
nal corner of the 40-lapper; more 
than enough to clinch the 2020 
Modified crown. He is currently 
fourth nationally in NASCAR Di- 
vision | points. 

Eleven-time LMS winner Aar- 
on Fellows left Saturday's feature 
on the hook before a lap had been 
completed, the victim of someone 
else's blunder. That gave Robert 
Hagar (Windsor, VT) a chance to 
close the championship points 
battle entering the season finale, 
and Hagar took full advantage of 
the opening. 

Hagar stormed past Justin Lit- 
tlewood on lap two and roared off 
to his second win of the summer. 
Teen star Camdyn Curtis equaled 
his seasons best in the runner-up 
slot, and Litthkewood came home 
third. 

In the Mini Stock 50-lapper, 
Cayer took the lead from Nathan 
Wenzel on lap 12 and quickly so- 
cial-distanced himself from the 
pack to score his first Monadnock 
win of the summer. Louie Maher, 
the 2019 track titlist, was second, 
but had nothing for Cayer. Wen- 
zel, strong in third, went home 20 
points behind Farnum. 

Jeff Asselin, seventh on the 
night, stayed out of trouble to 
leapfrog Jake Puchalski for top 
2020 Mini Stock rookie honors, 
taking a two-point advantage in 
that competition into next Satur- 
day’s season finale. Gordon Far- 
num (Fitzwilliam, NH) won the 
2020 Mini Stock Battle for the Belt 
Championship. 

The  hard-charging Curtis 
twins, Jaret and Chase, came 
into Saturday's Street Stock fea- 
ture tied atop the points parade. 
Number three man Chris Buf- 
fone (Belchertown, Ma) needed a 
statement run to keep his cham- 
pionship hopes alive, and he ac- 
complished exactly that. 

Rocketing into the lead on lap 
two, Buffone sailed to his third 
win of the summer, getting the 
job done with his uncle, Tommy 
O'Sullivan, glued to his bumper. 
Last seasons top gun, Dave 
Greenslit, was strong in third and, 
at the end of the night, Chase Cur- 


tis went home two points ahead 
of brother Jaret, with Buffone still 
in the hunt, 28 back. 

Firing from row three, CJ. 
Johnson took control of the Pure 
Stock feature on lap three and 
then checked out on the field to 
score his first win of the summer. 
Chris Davis, needing to make big 
inroads on points leader Mike 
Douglas, took second on lap five 
but, with Douglas quickly pulling 
up to his bumper, could make 
only a minimal gain. 

Douglas enters next Saturday's 
Championship Night event 36 
points ahead of Davis, who, still 
mathematically alive in the title 
hunt, is the only 2019 champion 
capable of repeating that success. 

Monadnock Speedway will 
conclude its pandemic-abbrevi- 
ated 2020 racing season when it 
hosts its annual Championship 
Night races - with four divisional 
crowns still undecided, and many 
extras scheduled - next Saturday, 
September 26. Post time for that 
event is 2 p.m. 


MONADNOCK SPEEDWAY 
SEPTEMBER 19 RESULTS: 


Pure Stocks - CJ Johnson, 
Chris Davis, Mike Douglas, Dylan 
Adams, Jimmy Zellman, Cory Lo- 
fland, JD Stockwell, Nick Houle, 
Jake Bosse, Jason Leray, Tucker 
Houle, Ryan Lawliss, Matt Lam- 
bert, Trevor Carey, Brandon La- 
voile 


Late Model Sportsman - Rob- 
ert Hagar, Camdyn Curtis, Justin 
Littelwood, John Meany, James 
Beck, Nancy Muni-Ruot, Chris 
Balls, Cole Litthewood, Dan Co- 
meau, Ronald Laperche, Aaron 
Fellows, Tyler Lescord (DNS) 


Mini Stocks - Emerson Cay- 
er, Louie Maher, Nathan Wenzel, 
Kevin Cormier, Gordon Farnum, 
Pat Houle, Jeff Asselin, Tim Leb- 
lanc, Bill Chaffee, Jake Puchalski, 
Kevin McKnight, Ray King, Dan 
Sweeney, Kevin Clayton, Matt 
Sonnhalter, David Thibodeau 
(DNS) 


Mini Stock Battle for the Belt 
Champion - Gordon Farnum 


Street Stocks - Chris Buffone, 
Tommy O'Sullivan, Dave Greens- 
lit, Mike Radzuik, Chase Curtis, 
Jaret Curtis, Hillary Renaud, Ed 
Brehio III, Robbie Streeter, Tim 
Wenzel, Bryan Granger, Paul Bar- 
nard (DNS) 


NHSTRA Modifieds - Trevor 
Bleau, Ben Byrne, Brian Robie, 
Cameron Houle, Brian Chapin, 
Russ Hersey, Todd Patnode, Matt 
Kimball, Kim Rivet, Scott MacMi- 
chael, Solomon Brow, Andy Ma- 
jor, Eric Leclair, Kevin Pittsinger, 
Jason Houle, Brad Zahensky, Cory 
Plummer 








LUDLOW, MA - UWS Player of 
the Year, Kate Howarth, has signed 
a professional contract with the 
Orlando Pride of the National 
Women’s Soccer League (NWSL). 
With the recent departure of US 
National Team star Alex Morgan 
to Tottenham Hotspur and Tay- 
lor Kornieck on loan to German 
club MSV Duisburg, Howarth 
is among a forwards group that 
includes Brazilian legend Marta 
and former USWNT member Syd- 
ney Leroux. 

Howarth, who played colle- 
giately for the University of Miami 
(2009-2012) is the all-time leading 
scorer for the New England Mu- 
tiny of United Women's Soccer 
(UWS). This will be the second 
go-around in NWSL for Howarth 
after having been discovered off 
the New England Mutiny roster 
in 2012 by the Boston Breakers. 
Howarth returned to the Muti- 
ny in 2014 where she would be a 
fixture at the forward position for 
the next six years for the western 
Mass-based club. She tallied a 
club record 69 goals for the Mu- 
tiny. Along with her 17 career as- 
sists, Howarth also tops the list 
at 155 points scored for the New 
England franchise that was estab- 
lished in 1999. 

“IT can confidently say that I 
would not be where I am today if 
I had not been asked to play for 
the New England Mutiny. I would 
not have been given a chance with 
the Boston Breakers and would 
not have been able to develop as 
a player to get to this point. Joe 
(Ferrara, Mutiny team owner) has 
created a competitive environ- 
ment that has drawn high level 
players across New England year 
after year, stated Howarth. 

At age 29, a professional ca- 
reer for Howarth in the NWSL 
seemed a longshot, but the Muti- 
ny captain amassed a stellar cam- 
paign last season for the Mutiny 
that could not be overlooked by 
NWSL scouts as she was invited 
to pre-season camp by five NWSL 
teams before settling in Orlando. 


Mutiny’s Howarth signs with Pride 





Kate Howarth has been signed by the Orland Pride of the NWSL. She was a standout 
striker for the New England Mutiny. FILE PHOTO 


Howarth finished the season with 
20 goals scored and 4 assists. 

“What made Kate's season ex- 
traordinary was that she scored 
in every regular season game 
and both playoff games. Whatev- 
er metrics an organization uses 
to evaluate a player they can 
toss those out the window when 
someone can produce like that 
against high quality competition. 
Kudos to Orlando for signing Kate 
as they will find her passion and 
work ethic contagious. Her im- 
pact on the Mutiny organization 
and to me personally is indescrib- 
able” added Ferrara. 

Howarth was selected to the 


UWS Team of the Week on five 
occasions in 2019 and currently 
stands as the only player in UWS 
to top 100 points scored. 

“UWS gave me a place to de- 
velop, learn, and become the play- 
er Iam today. The league gave me 
the opportunity to play with so 
many high-level players through- 
out the years, all of which taught 
me things that I have taken with 
me. Above anything, I think it 
gave me the chance to learn how 
to be a leader and instilled the 
confidence I needed to walk out 
with my new teammates today, 
added Howarth. 
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games to start the fall season. The Ware Athletic Depart- 
ment is hopefully to develop a plan as the season pro- 
gresses so some fans can be welcomed back to fields. 
The rules will be in place for at least the fall season, 
and Stratton said unless a specific school makes a more 
stringent restriction, a limited number of fans will be al- 
lowed indoors to watch volleyball games as well. 
Stratton said participants in the contests, such as 
players, coaches, and officials, do not count toward the 


50 restriction for gatherings. 


The MIAA has set an Oct. 1 date for the start of games. 
There will be approximately 10 to 12 contests for soccer, 
field hockey, and girls volleyball, allowing parents ap- 
proximately 5 to 6 chances to see games this season. 

Parents and athletes should check with their specif- 
ic high school’s athletic department for details on that 


school’s fan rules. 
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Purchase a photo that recently ran in 
fo) al=me) mele] am ele le) |(er- lie) atc 
‘Tom Kom al=\'i-j el-| el-vesmle las aere) anys 
photo-request 


sit falt 
sjelrle 
felulr fr 








wie ED 
elaloleln ejali [walali |e 


Tri-County to hold 
golf tournament 


BELCHERTOWN - The Tri-County Base- 
ball League, the premier adult baseball league 
in Western Massachusetts, will hold its annu- 
al golf tournament at Mill Valley Golf Links in 
Belchertown on Saturday, Oct. 3 with a 10 a.m. 
shotgun start. Cost is $80 per player. If youre 
unable to play, there are donations and hole 
sponsorships available. The tournament will 
include lunch during the round, raffle, closest 
to the pin, longest drive, and a special 50/50 
drawing. For more information, go to www. 
tri-countybaseball.net. The registration form 
is on that website. 
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AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


September 24, 2020 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


KENNEL PANELS and doors (chain 
link) 10x6 6x6 and 4x6 with brackets. 
Kennel decks 2x4 (508) 867-9734 
leave message. 


FIREWOOD 


2 YEAR SEASONED OAK & 
Hardwood. Cut, split, delivered. 2, 3, 
4 cord loads. R.T. Smart & Sons 


(413)267-3827 www.rtsmart- 
wood.com. 
FIREWOOD 


Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run 

communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 


DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


TAG SALE 


HUGE TAG SALE 09/26 9-2 ONLY. 
2 Bittersweet Ln, Wilbraham 
Face Masks Required 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2Q***xxex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2***** A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$35.50 $36.00 





Phone; 
State: Zips 
ce X perweekrate=$ 
LIVISA Discover LI Cash lL) Check# 
oe eee, Exp.Date. = CCV 
Date: 


DEADLINES: 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL itics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


MARK OGOLEY CONSTRUC- 
TION For all you excavating needs, 
specializing in those small jobs other 
contractors charge too much for! Free 
estimates - Fully insured. (413) 244- 
9358 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 















ae 


=i 


GES 
“55 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHERTOWN 
GRANBY 
Jaf BROOKFIELD 
BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 









Ww NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 





NEW BRAINTREE 
EST 


ELD 


EAST 
BROOKFI 








WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
————_—_____———_ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
a 
| 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL SER- 
VICE. FINISHING, PAINTING, 
CEILINGS (SMOOTH OR TEX- 
TURED). 40+ YEARS EXPERI- 
ENCE. FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv- 
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro- 
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537- 
5789 (413)538-7954. 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape Design/ Mainte- 
nance 

Patio’s, Walkways, Retaining walls 
New Lawn Installation/ Aerating/ Over- 
seeding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 
work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924., 


September 24,2020 I 
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Massachusetts RMV renews over 163,000 
licenses, IDs online during REAL ID promotion 


Customers who renew a Standard license or ID online 
will have $25 REAL ID upgrade fee waived upon future re- 
turn visit to a Service Center in 2021 

BOSTON - The Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehi- 
cles (RMV) continues to encourage all eligible customers 
to renew their Standard Massachusetts driver's license or 
Massachusetts ID card online at Mass.Gov/RMV in order to 
qualify for a free upgrade to a REAL ID credential in 2021. 
This promotional opportunity, authorized and extended by 
Executive Order, will remain in effect until Massachusetts’ 
State of Emergency is lifted to provide customers more time 
and flexibility to conduct transactions and to support the 
RMV's ongoing efforts to implement social distancing pro- 
tocols while limiting in-person service center visits to keep 
customers and staff safe. 

Customers are eligible to renew online and take advan- 
tage of this offer up to one year in advance of the expiration 
date printed on their license or ID, or up to two years after 
the expiration date. Customers will not be able to seek their 
free REAL ID upgrade until at least six months after the 
State of Emergency is lifted. 

The RMV continues to see a dramatic increase of on- 
line renewals by customers during the pandemic and this 
promotional opportunity period. More than 163,000 online 
renewals were completed since promotion began June 12, 
compared to just 49,600 over the same time period in 2019. 
In August 2020, there were over 62,000 online credential re- 
newals, compared to just 15,739 in August 2019. The RMV 
has bolstered back office support efforts to accommodate 
this continuing increased demand. 

Beginning in mid-August, limited in-person license re- 
newal appointments became available in Service Centers 
for customers. The RMV suspended those in-person trans- 
actions due to the pandemic and applied multiple exten- 
sions to expiring licenses and IDs as outlined below. The 
RMV asks that those who can renew online please do so and 
preserve these limited appointments for those individuals 
with credentials expiring in September 2020 who cannot, 
especially if their license or ID currently benefits from an 
extension. 

Qualifying customers who complete their renewal on- 
line and wish to upgrade to a REAL ID for free will have to 
wait until at least six months after Massachusetts’ State of 
Emergency is lifted to visit an RMV Service Center. Custom- 
ers currently do not need a federally compliant REAL ID 
for the purposes of boarding domestic flights prior to Oct. 
1, 2021, as the federal government delayed the compliance 
effective date by one year. The fee for renewing a non-com- 
mercial standard or REAL ID license is $50, while the fee for 
upgrading to a standard or REAL ID card is $25. The typical 
$25 upgrade / amendment fee will be waived under these 
qualifying circumstances. 

Obtaining an initial federally compliant REAL ID re- 
quires customers to visit a Service Center in-person to pres- 
ent verifying documents. The RMV introduced this initiative 
and fee waiver pursuant to Executive Order 39 which was 
issued by Governor Baker on June 12 and was subsequently 


extended through Executive Order 47 on August 11, in light 
of the COVID-19 public health emergency to encourage so- 
cial distancing and limit unnecessary travel by reducing the 
need for many customers to visit a Service Center. This also 
allows for the prioritization of essential in-person transac- 
tions, which remain by appointment only. 

Customers should take the following steps to determine 
their online renewal eligibility and qualify for this offer: 

Visit Mass.Gov/RMV, login to their “myRMV” account, 
and find out if they are permitted to renew online. 

Renew online - their new standard license or ID card will 
be sent via U.S. mail. 

The cost for renewing a driver's license is $50. The cost 
for renewing an ID card is $25. These costs are the same for 
both a standard or REAL ID license or ID card. The cost for 
upgrading or amending a license or ID card outside of their 
renewal cycle is $25, which will be waived for participating, 
eligible RMV customers. 

Customers who renew online will have to wait until at 
least six months after Massachusetts State of Emergency is 
lifted to make an appointment for a REAL ID and have their 
$25 upgrade / amendment fee waived. Anyone who holds a 
valid U.S. passport or other federally compliant form of iden- 
tification may never need an RMV-issued REAL ID. 

As a service to its members, AAA continues to issue 
REAL ID credentials for their members only and members 
should make an appointment before visiting a AAA location. 

Limited in-person license renewal reservation appoint- 
ments are available in RMV Service Centers for customers. 
The RMV asks that those who can renew online please do 
so, especially if their license or ID currently benefits from an 
extension, thus preserving these appointments for those in- 
dividuals with credentials expiring in September 2020 who 
cannot renew online. 

While the RMV has previously announced the below au- 
tomatic extensions to certain expiring licenses and ID cards, 
all eligible customers are encouraged to take advantage of 
this offer by renewing online up to one year prior to their 
expiration date: 

Driver's licenses and ID cards that expired or were set to 
expire in March, April, and May 2020 have been extended 
until September 2020. 

Driver's licenses and ID cards that expired or were set to 
expire in June have been extended until October 2020. 

Driver's licenses and ID cards that expired or were set to 
expire in Julyhave been extended until November 2020. 

Driver's licenses and ID cards that will expire in August 
have been extended until December 2020. 

All RMV customers are encouraged to visit the RMV On- 
line Service Center or www.Mass.Gov/RMV to renew their 
license or ID card, and complete one of over 40 other trans- 
actions available online, by mail, or by phone. 

For details on these and other credential expiration 
date extensions and additional information on RMV ser- 
vice offerings during the COVID-19 pandemic, please visit 
www.mass.gov/rmv or https://www.mass.gov/info-details/ 
rmv-covid-19-information. 
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Public Notices 





Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. 
HD20A0068AD 
CITATION 
G .L. c. 210, § 6 
In the matter of: 
Evan Lachlan Moren 
formerly 
Evan Lachlan Denardo 
Moren 
To: any unnamed or 
unknown parent and per- 
sons interested in a petition 
for the adoption of said child 
and to the Department of 
Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth 
A petition has been pre- 
sented to said court by: 
David E Cilley of 
Agawam, MA 
Holly R. Moren Cilley of 
Agawam, MA 
requesting for leave to 
adopt said child and that the 
name of the child be changed 
to 
Evan Lachlan Moren 
If you object to this adop- 
tion you are entitled to the 
appointment of an attorney 
if you are an indigent person. 
An indigent person is 
defined by SJC Rule 3:10. 
The definition includes but 
is not limited to persons 
receiving TAFDC, EACDC, 
poverty related veteran’s 


benefits, Medicaid, and SSI. 
The Court will determine if 
you are indigent. Contact 
an Assistant Judicial Case 
Manager or Adoption Clerk 
of the Court on or before the 
date listed below to obtain 
the necessary forms. 

IF YOU DESIRE TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
OR YOUR ATTORNEY 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT: Springfield 
ON OR BEFORE TEN 
O’CLOCK IN THE 
MORNING (10:00 AM) ON: 
10/15/2020. 

Witness, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: Septmber 15, 2020 

Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
9/24/2020 


Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 





How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 


Classifieds 


13 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 


types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 











SSSSSSSSSSS$ 
Get cash for as Is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





PLEASE RECYCLE 


Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


oy AY a Od) 


AND REPAIRABLE 


oF AN 


RS 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 
Loy NS Eel wes. 
413-219-6339 








RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS.ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


ARBORIST POSTION OPEN! In 
search of an employee with tree work 
experience. Must have a drivers li- 
cense, good work ethic and positive 
attitude. Pay based on experience, 
work ethic and qualifications. Individu- 
al would be working in a positive work 
environment and with top of the line 
equipment. Required to have climbing/ 
bucket truck experience. Please call 
(413) 478-4212 





CNA/ PCA NEEDED in Chicopee, 
private home. Must have own transpor- 
tation. Flexible hours and some period- 
ic weekends. References and resumes 
needed. If interested please call 413- 
222-861 2 to schedule an interview. 


THIS NEVVSPAPER 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Suppont our communtiy! 


VACATION RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Quarantine stories still sought 
by Agawam Public Library 


We are currently living through a historical 
time. We are experiencing things that people 
have never experienced before. The Agawam 
Library would like to learn what this time has 
been like for you. We are asking people up to 
age 17 to answer a few questions to document 
what they re going through during this time. 

People up to age 17 are encouraged to an- 
swer the questions found at 

https://www.agawamlibrary.org/teens/dig- 
ital-archive-for-kids-up-to-age-17/ 

When we are done collecting the respons- 
es they will be bound into a book available for 
viewing at the Agawam Library. No names will 
be attached to entries, only initials. Also, since 
things have been changing so often it’s okay to 
fill it out more than once. 

The questions that will be asked are: 

Some words that describe how I feel about 
having to stay home are: 

Three things [like to spend mytime doingare: 
Iam most grateful for: 

The biggest change for me has been: 

My favorite activity to do inside is: 

The three things I'm most excited to do 
when this is over are: 

Draw a picture about how you feel being at 
home: 

If you have questions about the survey 
please contact Pamela Weingart, Childrens Li- 
brarian at the Agawam Public Library at pwe- 
ingart@agawamlibrary.org or call the Agawam 
Library Children's Room at 413-789-1550 ext. 3. 





Quarantine stories from Agawam’s youth are 
sought by Agawam Public Library. Contact the 
library for more information on submitting your 
story. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


ARREST LOG 


The Agawam Police Department responded to 392 calls for service from Sept. 14 
to Sept. 20 and recorded the following arrests. No arrests in the public log have been 
omitted. All suspects are innocent until proven guilty. 





There were no arrests recorded in the Town of Agawam this past week. 
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Pioneer Valley Planning advises 
public to be septic smart 


Staff report 

REGION - If your household relies on a 
septic system for disposal of sanitary sewage, 
September is a great time to make sure all is 
properly functioning. 

Septic systems are typically designed to 
treat wastewater from your home before it fil- 
ters into the soil and replenishes the ground- 
water that feeds local lakes and rivers, and in 
many cases, drinking water supply wells. So 
proper function is not only important to 
avoiding major problems in your household, 
but also to ensuring clean drinking water 
and ensuring fishable-swimmable rivers and 
lakes. 

Members of the Connecticut River Storm- 
water Committee, a regional coalition of 19 
municipalities plus UMass Amherst, encour- 
age all septic system owners to take the fol- 
lowing five steps recommended by MassDEP: 

« Inspect your system at least once every 
three years. A reputable, permitted septage 
hauler can advise you on the frequency of 
pumping needed for your particular house- 
hold. For homes with garbage disposals, 
pumping once a year is recommended. 

« Limit the use of your kitchen sink gar- 
bage disposal and flush only human waste 
down your toilets. This will keep your system 
working optimally and reduce the overall fre- 
quency of maintenance. 

« Properly dispose of hazardous or toxic 
substances, such as medicines, household 
chemicals, solvents, etc. These substances 





Follow Us On 


www.facebook.com/ AgawamAdvertiserNews 


are not treated by your septic system and 
contaminate groundwater. 

- Avoid driving over, parking on, or doing 
construction over your system and tank as 
this can impact proper function of your sys- 
tem. 

« Conserve water to reduce the amount of 
liquid your system has to process, and there- 
by extend its lifespan. 

Pumping a septic tank is critical to ensur- 
ing that the system properly treats waste. Ac- 
cumulated solids at the bottom of a tank can 
prevent the system from doings its job. If a 
septic system is not in good working order, it 
can also flood and cause sewage backup into 
yards or homes. 

Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
Principal Environmental Planner Patty Gam- 
barini, who facilitates the Connecticut River 
Stormwater Committee notes, “While you 
can imagine how harmful raw sewage could 
be to your property, it is also important to 
note the harm a faulty septic system can 
cause to drinking water and local waterways. 

More information on maintaining sep- 
tic systems is available at the state web- 
site, https://www.mass.gov/guides/car- 
ing-for-your-septic-system, or the Think 
Blue Connecticut River website, https:// 
thinkblueconnecticutriver.org/wp-content/ 
uploads/2020/06/MaintainingSeptic-Updat- 
ed-for-PV.pdf 

For more information contact Pat Beau- 
dry, pbeaudry@pvpc.org or 413-210-4658 
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